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Case Study Background

Kath Injamba is an elder of a language group in the Murray-Darling  region. She has watched the arrival of the research teams into the Murray-Darling  region. She sees these research projects as an opportunity to further promote local Indigenous customs and traditions. She approached the Minister responsible for Indigenous Affairs, outlining her need to preserve local Indigenous knowledge, culture and craftsmanship. The minister suggested she consult with her community and provide him with some proposals for consideration. She spoke with other elders and they shared her determination to ensure that traditional ways were maintained.

The elders came up with the following idea to be put to the Minister. The Indigenous communities wanted to set aside a remote region of their lands, far removed from the influence of modern civilisation. On this land, they would establish an ecotourism initiative. The aim would be to offer outsiders the opportunity to live off the land, with members of the tribe. There would be no alcohol, and the Indigenous communities and their paying guests would hunt and fish in the traditional manner. The tribe’s oral history would be passed on where appropriate around camp fires. 

Kath was excited about the prospects for an initiative which would not be a handout, but would preserve the independence and culture of her people. It soon became apparent that the idea could work, but there were obstacles to be overcome. These included the problem of visitors mastering the traditional weapons. Traditional spears and boomerangs were difficult to make and even harder to use at short notice. Materials were scarce in the remote area proposed for the venture.

Your university has been asked to bid for an industry grant to investigate the impact of ecotourism ventures on the Murray-Darling Indigenous community. The Murray-Darling Basin Community along with other Indigenous agencies will provide up to $300,000. Your research will examine the role of active local community participation in the establishment and management of this initiative. Of greatest interest is the social, economic, psychological and political impact of ecotourism amongst the Murray-Darling Basin Indigenous community and its role in cultural preservation.

